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Almost, Maine:

* 8 pm curtain on April 23-
24, and 29-May |

* 2 pm curtain on April 25

¢ Season Ticket reservations

begin April |5 (by
telephone only).

¢ Box office at the Grand

Haven Community Center

opens April 20.

¢ Box Office Hours are
1:30-5:30 on non-

production days, 1:30-8:00

on production nights,
12:30-2:00 for the
matinee.
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By John Cariani

On a cold, clear,
moonless Friday night
in the middle of
winter, all is not quite
what it seems in the
remote, mythical town
of Almost, Maine. As
the northern lights
hover in the star-filled
sky above, Almost’s
residents find
themselves falling in
and out of love Iin
unexpected and often
hilarious ways. Knees
are bruised; hearts are
broken. Love is lost,
found, and
confounded. But the
bruises heal and the
hearts mend—almost.

CPP’s production of
Almost, Mainds being

directed by Andrew
Zahrt. This marks
Zahrt’s directorial
debut, but not his first
time working with
John Cariani’s script.

Last summer Zahrt
was the assistant
director and stage
manager for the
Howmet Playhouse’s
professional
production of the same

Trudi Kerkstra,
producer, has
assembled a mix of
Central Park Players
veterans and new-
comers to our
organization to design
and crew the show.

Chad Hoop, Eirann
Betka, Josh Buxton,
Erin Mickelson,

ALMOST,

MAINE

Andrew Kitchka, and
Becca Kerkstra will be
portraying the 19
characters who
inventively explore the
mysteries of the
human heart.

Almost, Mainds John
Cariani’s first
produced play,
opening in 2005 at
The Portland Stage
Company. Although
his name may be new
in playwriting circles,
some may recognize
Cariani is his
television roles: CSU
Tech Julian Beck on
NBC'’s Law & Order,
and physicist Otto
Bahnoff on CBS’s
Numb3rs.

Almost, Mainevas
named one of the ten
best plays of the
2004/2005 regional
theatre season Biyhe
Wall Street Journal
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Director Needed!

Director Call for this
summer's Family Theatre
production of Dear Edwina,
Jr. Production dates are July
15, 16 & 17, 2010.

Potential directors must be 18
years of age or older and be
ready to submit a resume’
and references upon request.
Anyone interested in
directing Dear Edwina, Jr.
please submit a letter of
intent to Shaylynn Chalupa at
bookrueger@yahoo.com by
April 15, 2010.

Book & Lyrics by Marcy
Heisler
Music by Zina Goldrich

At last a musical that features a
cast of nearly all girl
performers! Follow the
adventures of advice- giver
extraordinaire, Edwina
Spoonapple as she directs the
kids in the neighborhood in
production number after
hilarious production number in
her "Advice-A-Palooza"
extravaganza. Written in the
style of Schoolhouse Rock

Live! and You're A Good Man
Charlie Brown, Dear Edwina

Junior is the perfect girl power
musical for a new generation.

Centra
Pari
Players

Thentrmily

Family Theatre to Present BéaK" Fdwila, JT.

Character Breakdown

ANN VAN BUREN Voice-
over only, is the Kalamazoo
Advice-A-Palooza talent scout
ANNIE Perky, energetic,
helpful, some group singing
APHRODITE, CARRIE,
ABIGAIL, PERIWINKLE,
ZIGGY & THE MARCHING
BAND All are 'letter readers' in
the show, can be cast from
ensemble or any of regular
characters

BECKY Good singer, some
athletic ability helpful,
enthusiastic cheerleader
personality

BILLY VANDERPLOONK
Some group singing, one of
triplets

BOBBY Good actor, some
group singing, friendly and
compassionate

CHEF LUDMILLA,

WILLIAM, SONOMA,

FAIRY FORKMOTHER All
strong singers, team that
teaches setting a table
CORDELL

VANDERPLOONK Some
group singing, one of triplets
EDWINA SPOONAPPLE
Strong, clear singing voice,
good actress, bossy yet lovable
character

FARMER JERRY, GIRLS,
PIGS Good singers, female
cast plays "Girls" and male cas
plays "Pigs"

FRANK Strong speaking
voice, rude, bratty, offensive,
socially inept child character
HARRY Good singer, cousin
to Lola, fun, happy-go-lucky
character

JOE/JO SPOONAPPLE
Edwina's older brother/sister,
played by percussionist of shov

ar

Jjunior

JOHNNY & QUEEN OF
BOOLA BOOLA Good rhythm,
strong speaking voices, non-
singing

Audition dates for
Dear Edwina Junior
have not yet been
announced.

Keep an eye on
CPP’s website for
further information
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If at FirstYou Succeed...?

The headline is doubly apt.
With last year’s success of
Escanaba in da Moonlight

during Coast Guard
Festival, not to mention the
unprecedented
achievement CPP had with
the 1991 production of
Nunsense, it seems like a
match made in heaven.
The Board of Directors
agree.

Therefore, CPP is
tentatively planning to
mount a special production
of Nunsense this August.

The dates for the show are
August 4-6, 8, and 12-14 at
The Grand Haven

Community Center. Peter
Drost plans to direct with
Karen Fredericksen
serving as music director
and Justin Sternburgh as
assistant director and stage
manger.

Tickets will be $15 and
season tickets will not
apply to this special
production.

Directors Needed for the 2010-2011 Season

The Board is soliciting
letters of interest from
potential directors for the
2010-2011 Season.

Previously, it was
requested that interested
directors submit not only a
letter of interest, but
season slot and venue
preferences as well.
Unfortunately this practice
caused difficulty securing
performance rights this
season. Almost, Maine was
forced from the fall to the
spring, and Annie was
changed to Oliver!.

Therefore the Board of
Directors has set the
season order and venues.
All productions in the 2010-
2011 season will be

performed at The Grand
Haven Community Center.

If interested in directing
one of CPP’s 2010-2011
productions, please submit
a letter of interest to The
Board of Directors either by
e-mail,
centralparkplayers@gmail.
com, or by letter sent to PO
Box 564, Grand Haven, Ml
49417. Please be sure to
list what show(s) you are
interested in directing.
The deadline for letters of
interest is May 6, 2010.

All directors must be at
least 18 years of age and
may be subject to a
criminal background check.

Although not required, it is

helpful if any of the
following could be included
with the letter of interest:

« Resume
- References

« Summary of your
“vision” for the
production.
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Little Shep of Horrors
October 15-17,21-24, & 28-30 - Grand Haven Community Center

A down-and out skid row  highly successful film version
floral assistant becomes an and a score by the songwriting
overnight sensation when team of Howard Ashman and

he discovers an exotic Alan Menken, who redefined
plant with a mysterious the animated musical film with
craving for fresh blood. Disney's "The Little Mermaid",
Soon "Audrey II" grows "Beauty And The Beast" and
into an ill-tempered, foul-  "Aladdin.” Charming, tuneful
mouthed, R&B-singing and hilarious, with tongue
carnivore who offers him  firmly planted in cheek, "Little
fame and fortune in Shop Of Horrors" never fails to

exchange for feeding its  entertain. A small cast, band
growing appetite, finally and unit set make the other
revealing itself to be an aspects of production a snap.
alien creature poised for

Book and Lyrics by Howard global domination! + Flexible casting from 8-25
Ashman actors.

Music by Alan Menken One of the longest-running Off- « Ages may range from teen
Based on the film by Roger Broadway shows of all time, to 70’s

Corman, screenplay by Charles this affectionate spoof of 1950s « CPP producedittle Shopin
Griffith sci-fi movies has become a 1988.

house-hold name, thanks to a

Greater Tuna
December 10-12 & 16-18 - Grand Haven Community Center

- Greater Tunas the first
G" in a trilogy of plays including
A Tuna ChristmgsandRed,
White and Tuna

« Although typically
performed with two actors,
the story includes over 19
characters and dog.

- Two of the authors (Sears
& Williams) did command
performances of botGreater
TunaandA Tuna Christmas
for President George H.W.
Bush at the White House

« Tuna, Texas did exist and
(including the dictionary) at the was shown on some maps as
local library. late as 1965.

By Jaston Williams, Joe Sear:
and Ed Howard

The plot ofGreater Tuna
centers on the death of Judge
Roscoe Buckner, of an appar:
stroke, while wearing a 1950
turquoise Dale Evans one-pie
swimsuit with "lots of cowgal
fringe."

Among the subplots are Stanl
Bumiller's attempts to walk thu
straight and narrow after a stil
in reform school, Bertha
Bumiller's trying to hold her
family together, and the Smut
Snatchers of the New Order's
attempts to censor books
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All My Sons
February 18-20 & 24-28 - Grand Haven Community Center

By Arthur Miller

During the war Joe Keller and
Herbert Deever ran a machine
shop which made airplane
parts. Deever was sent to prison
because the firm turned out
defective parts, causing the
deaths of many men. Keller
went free and made a lot of
money. The twin shadows of
this catastrophe and the fact
that the young Keller son was
reported missing during the war
dominate the action. The love
affair of Chris Keller and Ann

other two.
All My Sonss set in the

climax showing the reaction of
a son to his guilty father is .

) fitting conclusion to a pla
Deever, the bitterness of g pay

Keller's backyard and has 6
male and 4 female

George Deever returned from
the war to find his father in
prison and his father's partner
free, are all set in a structure of
almost unbearable power. The

electrifying in its intensity.

characters.

Arthur Miller graduated
from The University of
Michigan in 1938.

This is the third drama by
Arthur Miller that CPP has
produced.Death of a
Salesmar{1998) andlhe
Crucible (2007) were the

Pygmalion

April 22-24 & 28-30 - Grand Haven Community Center

By George Bernard Shaw

One of Shaw's finest plays,
Pygmalionwon acclaim in
Gabriel Pascal's 1938 motion |
picture adaptation and achieved
further notice in 1956, adapted
into the musicaMy Fair Lady
also later a successful film. In
this seminal comedy of class
distinctions, a fussy British
phonetics professor, Henry
Higgins wagers that he can
transform guttersnipe cockney
flower girl, Eliza Doolittle into

a lady of breeding, voice and
manners in London's Ascot

society with surprising results.

her for her social pretensions.
« Shaw became the first person
to be awarded a Nobel Prize
for Literature (1925) and an
Academy Award (1938).

Pygmalionhas roles for 6
males and 6 females.
Lerner and Loewe’s
musicalMy Fair Lady;

based orPygmalion

opened on Broadway in
1956. At the time, it set the
record for the longest major
musical production run in
history.

Shaw created Eliza
Doolittle Specifically for
Mrs. Patrick Campbell,
partly as a flirtatious
challenge and partly to teas

ygmalion
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e April 10 - Board Meeting, 9:30 AM at
CPP Headquarters
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat e April 15-18 - Box Opens for Season
Ticket Holders (Telephone Only)

1 2 3

Schedule of Events

e April 19-22 - Box Office opens to
General Public at The Grand Haven
Community Center. Hours 1:30-5:30.

4 5 6 7 8 9 « April 23-24 - Almost, Maine 8PM at
The Grand Haven Community Center
e April 25 - Almost, Maine 2PM at The
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Grand Haven Community Center
BOX BOX BOX b Apl"l' 29-May 1 - Almost, Maine 8PM
Ofice Offce Ofice at The Grand Haven Community
ﬂ ﬂ ﬂ Center
18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Box Box Box Box Box Almost,  _Almost,
Office Office Office Office Office Maine Maine

25 26 27 28 29 30 1
Almost,  Box Box Box Almost,  Almost, _Almost,
Maine Office Office Office Maine Maine Maine

CPP Talent on Loan

Many tried and true CPP Dave RieglerEscanabainda  Leanne Cryderman
volunteers are working on Moonlighy), Cynthia Bates (Oklahoma), and Eileen
Muskegon Civic Theatre’s Twining (Into the Woods Grostic Joseph.), will be
production ofThe Sound of Cathie Day Godspel), Tiffany appearing on the Fruenthal
Music. Chris Smith (last Dupont Cabare), Walter stage.

directedPlaza Suitgserves as  Mrotz (A Christmas Carq| . .
director with Karen Craig Powersl(ittle Shop of The Sound of Musimns April
Fredericksen (lasOliver!) as Horrors), Gay Wray Petersen 29-May 2 at the Frauenthal

music director on MCT’s spring (Into the Woods Richard Theatre.

production. Rounding outthe  Cloud (Jesus Christ Superstar  After you enjoy CPP’s
artistic staff is Peter Drost Molly Alman (Joseph.), production ofAlmost, Maine
(President) acting as lightinn make sure you cross the
designer and Lisa Hilliard bridge and support our
(Oliver!) as co-costume talented volunteers working
designer. Crew members up north.
include Lee Scheibach
(Leading Ladieg Justin
SternburghEscanaba in da
Moonlight) and Sarah Field:
(Leading Ladiek

For more information, visit
MCT’s website: www.
muskegoncivictheatre.org




CENTRAL PARK PLAYERS

P.O. Box 564
Grand Haven, Ml 49417

Phone: 616-971-1329
Email: centralparkplayers@gmail.com
Website: www.centralparkplayers.org

players@gmail.com.

We’'re on the web!

www.centralparkplayers.org

centralparkplayers.org

The average Central Park Players production takes over 900 man-
hours, and thousands of dollars to reach fruition. If interested in

volunteering for CPP shows, please send an e-mail to centralpark-

Central Park Players is a not-for-profit organization and donations
are tax-deductible. Please consult your tax professional concern-
ing the fiscal advantages of charitable giving. Please visit our web-

site for more information on becoming a donor: www.

Do You Remember?

Little Shop of
Horrors - 1988.

The Board of Directors
would like to send a giant
thank you to Mike Vogas

(director), Natalie Carmolli
and Trudi Kekrstra (co-
producers), Karen
Fredericksen (music
director), Ruth Simon
(assistant director / stage
manager) and the 70+
others who volunteered to
help Oliver! come to life.

These volunteers, whether
an usher, a director, or a

leading role are the life
blood of our organization.

Without you Central Park
Players could not, would
not, and should not exist.
It is the friendships and
fun enjoyed by all that is
our true paycheck. So, at
the risk of being
redundant...Thank you!

If you have something you would like published in ext month’s Callboard please e-mail it to

centralparkplayers@gmail.com. The deadline for theCallboardis the end of the month.




